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Welcome to the Hagerstown Aviation Museum's third issue of
the Pegasus Flyer. This newsletter is published periodically to
keep the museum's members, donors, volunteers and friends
informed about museum acquisitions, preservation projects,
events and interesting museum activities.

tory of Hagerstown's aviation industry. It is with your continued support that the museum will be able to renovate it’s new
home in the historic 1943 Fairchild Aircraft Flight Test Hangar. You can support these efforts by making a donation by mail or online.

The museum is extremely grateful to every person, organization and corporation who over the years has provided the
support necessary for the museum to continue it’s mission of
preserving and presenting to the public the century long his-

Thank you!
John Seburn, President,
Hagerstown Aviation Museum

Hagerstown Aviation Museum’s First Home! - 25 Years in the Making!

Concept illustration of a museum event in the Dome Hangar, By Nick Rotondo

The Hagerstown Aviation Museum is dedicated to preserving
and presenting the over 100 year aviation history of the
Hagerstown, Maryland region. Over the past 25 years the
museum has grown from a concept to a collection of 23 historic aircraft and is the world’s largest collection of historic
aircraft built in Hagerstown. Some of the aircraft include: 1919
Bellanca CE, 1928 Kreider-Reisner KR-31, 1935 Fairchild 22,
1939 Fairchild 24, 1942 Fairchild PT-26, 1943 Fairchild PT-19,
1948 Fairchild C-82A, 1953 Fairchild C-119G Flying Boxcar,
1956 Fairchild C-123K and more. The museum archive has
grown to thousands of photographs, artifacts, models, personal items, artwork and paintings. By not having a permanent

Dome Hangar, 1943

Museum aircraft moved into Dome Hangar. October, 2020

museum facility to showcase the collection, the museum has
held outdoor events at the Hagerstown Regional Airport
drawing thousands of visitors each year. During these outdoor events, rides in the museum’s Fairchild PT-19 aircraft
were offered providing a memorable living history flight experience.
The museum collection of aircraft and artifacts has been
housed on and off the airport for many years in various locations. Because of this, it has been a challenge for the museum
to share its collection with the public. The museum is grateful
to all the supporters who have donated funds, aircraft, arti-

Dome Hangar, 2020
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facts and space around the airport to keep the museum going.
Over the past 25 years the museum has studied, planned and
researched 20 concepts for a permanent home for the museum
at the Hagerstown Regional Airport. One of these concepts
included the most historic building on the airport that until
recently was not available - the Dome Hangar.
The former Fairchild Aircraft facility at the airport, also known
as Topflight Airpark, was purchased by new owners in July of
2019 and renamed New Heights Industrial Park. The new
owners became aware that the Hagerstown Aviation Museum
was without a proper home to preserve and tell the Hagerstown aviation story so they presented an offer to the museum.
The New Heights Industrial Park owners offered to lease the
historic 1943 Fairchild Aircraft Flight Test Hangar, also known
as the Dome Hangar, to the museum to become its permanent
home. The museum signed the lease on September 27, 2020
and started moving in October 1st. The funds to secure the
lease were provided in part by a bequest from former museum
member, supporter and Fairchild employee, the late Jacques
Hager.
The lease includes an option to buy the Dome Hangar which is
the ultimate goal of the museum. The museum is planning a
Dome Hangar Capital Campaign for the purchase of the hangar
in the spring of 2021.
By signing the lease, the Dome Hangar was saved from a very
uncertain future, if any future at all. The plan is to renovate the
Dome Hangar so it can be open to the public with regular
hours in the spring of 2021. The hangar has been unoccupied
for a decade and now requires extensive repairs and renovations. Roof leaks and broken water pipes caused interior damage that must now be repaired. Work is already underway and
additional funds are needed now to continue the renovation
needed to open the museum. Many in-kind services, materials
and many hours of volunteer labor have been donated to this
effort.
You are invited to join in the preservation of Hagerstown’s
aviation heritage by making a donation today to help repair and
renovate the historic Dome Hangar so it can become an open
to the public museum. The Phase One renovation fundraising
goal is $250,000. This will cover renovations needed to open
the doors to the public.
By making a donation today to help repair and renovate the
hangar, future generations will continue to be inspired by
Hagerstown’s aviation heritage.

@ NEW HEIGHTS INDUSTRIAL PARK

18450 SHOWALTER ROAD
HAGERSTOWN, MD 21742

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

During the Dome Hangar renovation, volunteer help is
needed with Painting, Drywall, Flooring and Drop
Ceilings. Also, In-kind services and donated materials/
supplies are needed for the above areas. If you can help
or know anyone who can please call the museum at
301-733-8717 and leave a message.
Email: info@hagerstownaviationmuseum.org
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they rolled out of the factory. This hangar would also
need to house the secret “Cargo” plane. Industrial
During WWII the Fairchild Aircraft Company in
architect Albert Kahn was given the task along with
Hagerstown, Maryland was given the job to build
Fairchild engineers to design and build this new hanthousands of PT-19 Primary Trainer aircraft to train
gar in the shortest time possible. Due to the shortage
the allied pilots who would fly the fighters and bomb- of steel at the height of WWII this new hangar would
ers that helped win the war.
be constructed completely out of wood. The span of
the wooden arches is 170 feet and 48 feet high at the
Along with manufacturing of over 5,000 PT-19 traincenter. Each arch has 49 laminations of 1”x 8” yellow
ers, Fairchild Aircraft was secretly designing and build- pine glued together, built in four sections, butt-joined
ing a new type of aircraft only known as the “Cargo”
with steel splice plates. The arches are 10 feet apart.
which would become the C-82 “Packet” or “Flying
Boxcar”. This revolutionary design included rear
doors that enabled military vehicles to drive into the
massive fuselage.
The Fairchild Aircraft factory building located at the
Hagerstown Airport was built from 1941-1945. A new
large hangar was now needed to house the PT-19s as

@ NEW HEIGHTS INDUSTRIAL PARK

18450 SHOWALTER ROAD
HAGERSTOWN, MD 21742
Address Correction Requested

Dome Hangar Concept Illustration, By Nick Rotondo

First home for the Hagerstown Aviation
Museum is in the original 1943 Fairchild
Aircraft Flight Test Hangar known as the
Dome Hangar! Your help is needed to
open the museum to the public.

Sponsors & In-Kind Donors:
H.R. Ebersole & Sons Plumbing

Mary K Bowman Fund

Donate Today - Be a Part of History!

1943 Fairchild Aircraft Flight Test Hangar
For the first time in 25 years, the Hagerstown Aviation Museum has a home, but not just any home!
The historic 1943 Fairchild Aircraft Flight Test Hangar known as the Dome Hangar will be the museum’s permanent home. The hangar was unoccupied for a decade and now requires extensive repairs and restoration. Roof leaks and broken water pipes caused interior damage that must now be
repaired.

Put Yourself in the Cockpit!

You are invited to join in the preservation of Hagerstown’s aviation heritage by making a donation
today to help repair and renovate the historic Dome Hangar so it can become an open to the public
museum. The Phase One renovation fundraising goal is $250,000. This will cover renovations needed
to open the museum to the public by the spring of 2021.

PT-19

By making a $50 donation or more you will receive a Certificate of Appreciation and an invitation to
a Dome Hangar Donors’ Reception. For a $100 donation or more your name will also be printed
on a special donor plaque inside the Dome Hangar. Donors of $500 or more will also receive a
copy of the museum’s 370 page publication with 650 photos, “Hagerstown During World War II”.
Donors of $1000 or more will receive all the above plus a Gift Certificate for a memorable living
history flight experience in one of the museum’s historic 1943 Fairchild PT-19 aircraft. . DONATE
TODAY FOR A 2020 CHARITABLE TAX DEDUCTION!
During WWII the people of the Hagerstown, Maryland region rallied together to help preserve our
country and the freedoms we have today. The Hagerstown Aviation Museum now needs its supporters to rally together to preserve the place that was Hagerstown’s WWII home front battlefield .
Follow Dome Hangar renovations on the museum’s Facebook Page. For more information call 301733-8717 or email: info@hagerstownaviationmuseum.org
The Hagerstown Aviation Museum, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Donate by credit card or Paypal @ www.HagerstownAviationMuseum.org

Dome Hangar DONATION FORM

Nov 2020

Name____________________________________________
Address__________________________________________

My Donation Amount
$______________

City________________________State_______ZIP________

Check___ Money Order___ Visa___ Mastercard___

Phone____________________________________________

Card #________________________________________

Email____________________________________________

In Memory of or in Honor of:_________________________
Circle One

Expiration Date______________
3 digit CCV Code on back of card____________
Name on card___________________________________

Make check out and mail to: Hagerstown Aviation Museum, 18450 Showalter Rd, Hagerstown MD 21472

Dome Hangar Highlights:

Many families in the Hagerstown region have a connection to Hagerstown’s aviation heritage Over 50,000 people have worked in Hagerstown building over 10,000 aircraft since 1916.




























Reutilization of existing historic structure
The original 35,085sf 1943 Fairchild Flight Test Hangar
Open to the public home for the museum
Indoor display of all small aircraft
Outdoor airpark for the large aircraft
Tourist information center
Gift Shop
Exhibit space for museum displays
Indoor and outdoor space for museum events
Archives & Library
Educational Programs for all ages
School field trips
Partner with other education organizations
Explore careers in aviation
PT-19 rides and fly-in visitors
Access to the airport runways
Great views of the airport
Major new tourist attraction
Year round operation
Accommodations for bus tour groups
Ample parking
Increase overnight stays in county
Hotel tax revenue
Positive economic impact for the local area
Easy access to I-81 and I-70 Travelers
And many more…..

Women pilots, known as WAFs and WASPs, ferried PT-19s from the
Dome Hangar to training bases in the US and Canada.
Women factory workers, known as
Rosie the Riveters, helped build the
Fairchild planes of WWII.
The Dome Hangar will provide the
place to tell the story of our ancestors coming together to preserve
the freedoms we have today. The
former Fairchild Aircraft facility was
the WWII home front battlefield of
Washington County. It is a place to
remember and memorialize those
who came before us.

A homecoming took place when the museum’s three PT-19s were
moved into the Dome Hangar. It’s been 77 years since they left
the Dome Hangar to train pilots in WWII and now they have
returned to the place of their birth. Welcome Home!

Recent comments from friends of the museum about the Dome Hangar:
Randy Wagner: “Congratulations!! Today I witnessed John Seburn sign the lease on behalf of the Hagerstown Aviation Museum.
The Hagerstown Aviation Museum finally has a home to display Aviation history in the home and hangar it originated in, the Fairchild factory.
Derek Clark; “Worked in the Dome hangar for 13+ years with NGC. Congrats on the new home for the museum !!!”
Senator Paul Corderman; “Honored to have the opportunity to tour the future permanent home of the Hagerstown Aviation Museum this afternoon. ✈ I was amazed by the rich history between Fairchild Aircraft and our community. What a legacy! Such a
gem in Washington County.”
Bill Dukes: So glad to hear this! Hagerstown aviation history deserves a home like this.
Alan Earl: Awesome!! So happy for you guys. It’s such a great space and you guys have an amazing vision for it. Keep up the great
work and thanks for preserving history.
Janice Kelsh: Great to hear, as my mother Mary Slaughter Kelsh worked at Fairchild in the early 40's

